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Water trails are paths along rivers and coastlines that 

provide recreational users (such as kayakers, sailors, 

boaters, and anglers) with information on access points, 

safety considerations, activities, and points of interest.  







Wisconsin Kayaking Growth 

 

1994 – 2009 

+ 605% 





Wisconsin Lake Michigan Water Trail  

Planning Partners 

…and the paddling community 



 
• Develop a new 450-mile water trail along the shoreline of Lake Michigan.  

This would become the second longest trail in Wisconsin. 

  

• Identify gaps where further public access is needed to complete this trail. 

These zones would be targeted to increase public land holdings along the 

shoreline.  
 

Phase 1 - Development 

• Develop a branding strategy that local communities and private affiliates can 

embrace as a Lake Michigan Water Trail Network.  

 

• Provide for educational opportunities that will encourage the understanding of the 

Lake Michigan ecosystem. 

 

Phase 2 - Implementation 

Lake Michigan Water Trail Planning 



Project Area 



365 Potential Access Points Inventoried 



• SITE NAME  

• COMMUNITY 

• GPS LOCATION 

• VEHICLE ACCESS  

• SIGNAGE  

• FEES  

• POWER  

• SHELTER  

• CAMPING  

• ACCESS TYPE  

• PARKING 

• RESTROOMS 

• NOTES 

Inventory Data 



 

• Developed Access  

 

• Carry-in  Access 

 

• Alternate Access 

 

• Emergency Access 

Access Types 



Access Type Definition 

 

Developed Access 

 

A site that provides water access via a public boat ramp 

or dock. 

 

Carry-In Access 

 

A site with a beach that provides easy kayak access to 

the water and there should be no user conflict from 

adjacent landowners. 

 

Alternate Access 

 

Non-ideal carry-in access site that may be only a road 

that ends at the water. Alternate Access sites may have a 

bit of a steep slope to the water, require wading, or 

paddling through marsh, or present minimal potential for 

user conflict from adjacent landowners. 

 

Emergency Access 

 

A site not recommended for non-emergency use because 

the sites are primarily road ends where the potential for 

user conflict is high, little to no parking is available, or an 

agreement has been made with the site owner to allow 

emergency-only egress. 



Let’s look at a few sites… 



Developed Access 

Simmons Island Park - Kenosha 

• VEHICLE ACCESS  

• SIGNS  

• POWER  

• SHELTER  

• PARKING 

• RESTROOMS 



Carry-in Access 

• VEHICLE ACCESS  

• SIGNS  

• PARKING 

• RESTROOMS 

Volks Landing – Green Bay 



Alternate Access 

• NON IDEAL CARRY IN ACCESS 

 

• VEHICLE ACCESS  

 

Bonis Place – Town of Gardner 



Emergency Access 

• VEHICLE ACCESS  

 

Pond Road End – Peshtigo 





ACCESS TYPE Total 

Carry-In Access 72 

Developed Access 57 

Emergency Access 42 

Alternate Access 20 

Grand Total 191 



Access Analysis 

• Identify the gaps in shoreline access  

• Prioritize the need for new access 

A B 



Acquisition/Improvement 

Zones 

Greater than 5 miles between access points  + 

Greater than 10 miles between camping sites =  

20 acquisition/improvement zones 

A 



Acquisition/Improvement Zones 



Public Outreach 

• Public meetings  
 Milwaukee - April 28, 2011 

 Green Bay - May 3, 2011 

• Website postings 

• E-Newsletters 

• Facebook 

• Twitter  



http://dnr.wi.gov/master_planning/lakemichigan/ 

http://www.baylakerpc.org/natural-resources/ 

lake-michigan-water-trail-planning  



 
• Develop a new 450-mile water trail along the shoreline of Lake Michigan.  This 

would become the second longest trail in Wisconsin. 

  

• Identify gaps where further public access is needed to complete this trail. These 

zones would be targeted to increase public land holdings along the shoreline.  
 

Phase 1 - Development 

• Develop a branding strategy that local communities and private affiliates 

can embrace as a Lake Michigan Water Trail Network.  

 

• Provide for educational opportunities that will encourage the 

understanding of the Lake Michigan ecosystem. 

Phase 2 - Implementation 

Lake Michigan Water Trail Planning 





Benefits of Water Trails 

• Economic  

• Recreational Value and Health 

• Stewardship/Advocacy 

• Conservation 

• Education 



Angela Pierce 

Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission 

apierce@baylakerpc.org 

Thank you! 


